
Technical SEO Essentials: A Checklist to 
Improve Website Performance & Ranking! 

Search engine optimization (SEO) is a vital strategy for improving a website’s visibility and 
ranking on search engines like Google. While on-page and off-page SEO strategies focus on 
content and backlinks, technical SEO ensures that a website is properly structured for 
crawling, indexing, and performance. Without a solid technical foundation, even the best 
content may struggle to rank well. If you are looking for Affordable SEO  Services For 
Small Businesses, having a strong technical SEO strategy is crucial.  

This article presents a comprehensive checklist of technical SEO essentials to help improve 
your website’s performance and ranking. 

 

1. Website Crawling and Indexing 
Search engines use crawlers to navigate your site and index its content. If your website is 
not crawlable, search engines won’t be able to rank it. 

Checklist: 

1. Submit an XML Sitemap: Ensure your sitemap is up-to-date and submitted to Google 
Search Console and Bing Webmaster Tools.​
2. Use Robots.txt Properly: Check that your robots.txt file allows search engines to crawl 
important pages and blocks irrelevant or duplicate pages.​
3. Fix Broken Links: Identify and fix any broken internal and external links to improve 
crawlability.​
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4. Check for Crawl Errors: Regularly monitor Google Search Console for crawl errors and 
resolve any issues.​
5. Implement Canonical Tags: Prevent duplicate content issues by specifying preferred 
versions of URLs. 

2. Website Speed and Performance 
Page speed is a critical ranking factor that directly affects user experience and bounce rates. 
A slow-loading site can negatively impact rankings and user engagement. 

Checklist: 

1. Enable Browser Caching: Store static resources to reduce load time for returning 
visitors.​
2. Optimize Images: Compress images without losing quality using tools like TinyPNG or 
ShortPixel.​
3. Minimize HTTP Requests: Reduce the number of resources loaded on a page.​
4. Use a Content Delivery Network (CDN): Improve loading speed by distributing content 
across multiple servers.​
5. Enable Gzip Compression: Compress files to reduce page size and speed up loading 
time. 

3. Mobile-Friendliness 
With the majority of users browsing on mobile devices, having a mobile-friendly website is 
essential for ranking well. 

Checklist: 

1. Use a Responsive Design: Ensure your website adapts to different screen sizes.​
2. Check Mobile Usability in Google Search Console: Fix any issues detected.​
3. Optimize for Touchscreen Navigation: Ensure buttons, menus, and links are easily 
clickable.​
4. Improve Mobile Page Speed: Optimize images, enable AMP (Accelerated Mobile 
Pages), and minimize code. 

4. Secure Website (HTTPS) 
Security is a ranking factor, and Google prioritizes websites using HTTPS. 

Checklist: 

1. Use an SSL Certificate: Ensure your site runs on HTTPS instead of HTTP.​
2. Redirect HTTP to HTTPS: Set up 301 redirects to avoid duplicate content issues.​
3. Check for Mixed Content Issues: Ensure all elements (images, scripts) load over 
HTTPS. 



5. URL Structure and Navigation 
A clean URL structure and logical navigation help both users and search engines 
understand your site. 

Checklist: 

1. Use SEO-Friendly URLs: Keep URLs short, descriptive, and keyword-rich.​
2. Implement Breadcrumb Navigation: Helps users and search engines navigate the site 
efficiently.​
3. Fix Redirect Chains: Avoid unnecessary redirects that slow down loading time.​
4. Optimize Internal Linking: Ensure a strong internal linking structure for better indexation. 

6. Structured Data and Schema Markup 
Structured data helps search engines understand your content and enhances search result 
visibility with rich snippets. 

Checklist: 

1. Use Schema Markup: Implement structured data for articles, products, reviews, events, 
etc.​
2. Validate with Google’s Rich Results Test: Ensure structured data is correctly 
implemented.​
3. Optimize Breadcrumb Schema: Improve navigation in search results. 

7. Fix Duplicate Content Issues 
Duplicate content can confuse search engines and dilute ranking potential. 

Checklist: 

1. Set Canonical Tags: Define the preferred version of duplicate pages.​
2. Use 301 Redirects for Duplicates: Redirect old URLs to avoid duplication.​
3. Avoid Parameter-Based URL Duplication: Manage URL parameters correctly in Google 
Search Console. 

8. Log File Analysis 
Analyzing server logs can help identify how search engine bots interact with your site. 

Checklist: 



1. Check Crawl Frequency: Identify how often search engines crawl your site.​
2. Detect Crawl Errors: Fix issues where bots encounter access problems.​
3. Identify Slow Pages: Improve performance by resolving bottlenecks. 

9. Core Web Vitals Optimization 
Google’s Core Web Vitals measure user experience aspects like loading performance, 
interactivity, and visual stability. 

Checklist: 

1. Improve Largest Contentful Paint (LCP): Optimize images and server response time.​
2. Enhance First Input Delay (FID): Reduce JavaScript execution time.​
3. Minimize Cumulative Layout Shift (CLS): Ensure elements load in a stable manner. 

10. Regular SEO Audits 
SEO is an ongoing process, and regular audits help identify and fix issues before they 
impact rankings. 

Checklist: 

1. Conduct Monthly Technical SEO Audits: Use tools like Screaming Frog, Ahrefs, and 
SEMrush.​
2. Monitor Google Search Console and Analytics: Keep track of performance and issues.​
3. Stay Updated with Algorithm Changes: Follow SEO news to adapt strategies. 

Conclusion 
Technical SEO is the backbone of a well-optimized website. Ensuring proper site structure, 
speed, security, and crawlability enhances search engine ranking and user experience. By 
following this technical SEO checklist, businesses can improve their online visibility, boost 
organic traffic, and gain a competitive edge in search engine rankings. If you are searching 
for the Best SEO Company in Delhi, ensure they follow these technical SEO best 
practices. Keep optimizing, monitoring, and updating your technical SEO strategies for 
long-term success. 
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